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~YX7~E have elsewhere in this number of the Journal stated 

' ’ our convictions in regard to various points of asylum 
management. The defects we have criticised have been exclu¬ 
sively those that have come within our knowledge in Ameri¬ 
can asylums; that they existed elsewhere we had no doubt, 
but our business was with reforms at home, and we had and 
still have an opinion that, as compared with their foreign 
co-workers, American alienists are sadly inactive in the really 
scientific departments of their specialty. A common defense 
against this charge is, that asylum superintendents have so 
much to do in the line of executive or administrative duties 
that their time for scientific study and research is limited. 
This, as asylums are at present constituted, is undoubtedly 
largely the case, but the superintendents are themselves re¬ 
sponsible for this state of affairs, and some of them at least 
refuse to acknowledge any change as practicable. They them¬ 
selves and their association are, we are sorry to have to say it, 
too often the greatest obstacles to certain needed reforms in 
American psychiatry. 

A recent communication in a leading French medical peri¬ 
odical, Le Progres Medical , Jan. 10, takes up one phase of 
this subject as seen on foreign ground and from a foreign point 
of view. It is interesting, moreover, as showing that the 
changes advocated here are also thought of there. It seems 
that in I ranee, the theory ot having a one-man power has led 
to the same evils that are experienced in this country, that there 
is something there also that renders administrative details too 
attractive to medical men. As the French writer says : “ The 
administrator dwarfs the physician. We might enter into par¬ 
ticulars, and show how by the office details of the superin¬ 
tendent precious time is absorbed that might be better em¬ 
ployed by him as physician among his patients. For example, 
if it is the proper task of the physician to see after the feed¬ 
ing and cleanliness of his patients, cannot he perform this 



Editorial Department. 


327 


everywhere else, for it has no rival in any land. We should 
ourselves very seriously feel its loss were it to be discontinued. 


Dr. H. H. Kane, of New York City, specially requests 
members of the profession with any experience whatever in 
the use of the hydrate of chloral, to answer the following 
questions, and give any information they may possess with 
reference to the literature of the subject: 

1. What is your usual commencing dose? 

2. What is the largest amount you have administered at one 
dose, and the largest amount in twenty-four hours? 

3. In what diseases have yon used it (by the mouth, rectum, 
or hypodermatically), and with what resnlts ? 

4. Have you known it to affect the sight? 

5. Have you ever seen cutaneous eruptions produced by it ? 

6. Have you ever known it to affect the sexual organs? If 
so, how? 

7. Do you know of any instances where death resulted from 
or was attributed to its use? If so, please give full particu¬ 
lars as to disease for which given ; condition of pulse, pupils, 
respiration and temperature; manner of death; condition of 
heart, lungs and kidneys; general condition, age, tempera¬ 
ment, employment, etc., etc., etc. If an autopsy was held, 
please state the condition there found. 

8. Have you seen any peculiar manifestations from chloral— 
as tetanus, convulsions, or delirium ? 

9. Do you know of any cases of the chloral-habit ? If so, 
please state the amount used, the disease for which the drug 
was originally administered, the person’s temperament, and 
the present state of the patient, both as regards general men¬ 
tal and physical condition of the various organs and systems. 

Physicians are earnestly requested to answer the above 
questions fully, especially 7 and 9, in order that the resulting 
statistics may be as valuable as possible. 

All communications will be considered strictly confidential, 
the writer’s name not being used when a request to that effect 
is made. Address all letters to Dr. H. H. Kane, 191 West 
Tenth street, New York City. 



